
Calendar of Events

AAFAME
230 Sable Pass NEW ADDRESS

Lampasas, TX 76550

admin@aafame.org

August 11, 2026 Committee: Training
Meeting formats will vary between in-person & online
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM CST
Rick Melgosa, 
rmelgosa@hpitx.com
This committee assists with planning and selection of topics/presenters for the monthly
luncheons.
* To receive notifications for meetings & locations please sign up to be on the committee
following instructions found here.

August 19, 2026 Committee: Holiday
Westech 360; Building 4
03:00 PM - 04:30 PM CST
Wendy Richey, 
wendy@austinhi-tech.com

August 25, 2026 23rd Annual Vendor EXPO Tradeshow
Palmer Event Center
Barton Springs
Austin, TX 78704
10:00 AM - 02:00 PM CST
More details coming soon!

September 10, 2026 Committee:  Community Services
Meeting locations will vary between in-person & online
11:30 AM - 01:00 PM CST
Ray Roberson, 
rroberson@lpc.com
This committee assists with identifying community service projects where AAFAME can
volunteer & donate efforts.

* To receive notifications for meetings & locations please sign up to be on the committee
following instructions found here.

September 15, 2026 Committee: Programs/Luncheons
Meeting formats will vary between in-person & online
11:30 AM - 01:00 PM CST
Nicole Sipple, 
nicole@fireprotectionatx.com
This committee assists with planning and selection of topics/presenters for the monthly
luncheons.
* To receive notifications for meetings & locations please sign up to be on the committee
following instructions found here.
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September 16, 2026 Engineer Appreciation Event
Cidercade
600 E. Riverside
Austin, TX 78704
12:00 PM - 03:00 PM CST
Thomas Garza Pate, 
thomas.garza-pate@ryancompanies.com
Join AAFAME for one of our most anticipated networking events of the year at
Cidercade Austin on Riverside Drive! Connect with fellow building engineers and our
valued sponsoring vendors in a fun, relaxed atmosphere featuring classic and modern
arcade games.

Registration is FREE and includes:

	
	? Pizza
	
	
	? Unlimited arcade game play
	
	
	? Two drink tickets (beer, wine, cider, or non-alcoholic beverages - no hard liquor)
	

You'll also have the chance to win fantastic door prizes generously donated by our
sponsoring vendors.

As a special thank-you, the first 75 engineer attendees will receive an exclusive
AAFAME custom-engraved knife (pictured here)—a keepsake you won't want to miss!  

Engineers are encouraged to invite their property managers to attend and enjoy this
unique networking opportunity together.

Please Note: This is a sponsor appreciation event. Attendance by vendors is limited to
the official sponsoring companies listed below. No other vendors will be admitted.

Come unwind, make new industry connections, and enjoy an afternoon of games, food,
prizes, and great company. We look forward to seeing you there!
Brought to you by these Sponsors: (please note there are no additional sponsorships
available for this event - they are sold out!)
AirCo Mechanical
Allied Electric Services, Inc.
Austin Air Services
Beckett Electrical Services
BMS CAT
Capstar Electric
Caruth Protection Services
Chamberlin Roofing & Waterproofing
Convergint
Firetrol
Firetron
GenServe
Grass Works Lawn Care
Harper Supply, LLC
ICON Fire & Life Safety
JPM Building Systems
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KENTEX Roofing Systems
LOA Roofing and Construction, LLC
Omega Waterproofing
Pritchard Industries
RAE Security
SELECT Commercial Services LLC
Specialized A.C. Mechanical Services
Tex-Air Filters
Texas Fifth Wall Roofing
The Steam Team
TKE 
Worth Hydrochem of Austin,Inc
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September 22, 2026 Professional Series: Positivity Under Pressure
1836 San Jacinto
9th Floor
Austin, TX 78701
11:00 AM - 01:00 PM CST
AAFAME, 
admin@aafame.org
Thriving in Facility & Maintenance Environments
In the world of facility and maintenance engineering, pressure is part of the job—tight
deadlines, unexpected breakdowns, safety demands, and constant problem-solving.
Your mindset isn’t just helpful… it’s essential.

This 2-hour workshop equips you with practical tools and strategies to strengthen
optimism, reduce stress, and stay grounded in high-pressure environments. You’ll learn
how to build resilience when things don’t go as planned, manage the daily demands of
operations, and maintain a steady, solution-focused approach.

Participants will walk away with actionable strategies they can apply immediately,
including:

	“Happy habits” that support a positive, steady mindset during demanding days
	An understanding of negativity bias—and how to reframe challenges into opportunities
	Practical methods for managing stress, deadlines, and unexpected issues
	A simple morning routine to set a focused and productive tone for the day

Additionally, we’ll explore the difference between a growth and fixed
mindset—especially as it relates to problem-solving, leadership, and adapting to change
in facility operations. Participants will also create a personal core value statement to
align their actions with what matters most, leading to greater clarity, consistency, and
purpose both on the job and at home.
 
Presenter:

Kevin Karschnik is a globally recognized keynote speaker and author who helps leaders
and teams cultivate positivity, strengthen leadership, and avoid burnout in today’s
high-demand business environment. With more than 35 years of experience, Kevin
delivers engaging keynotes and practical workshops that blend mindset,
self-awareness, and actionable leadership strategies. He has inspired tens of thousands
of professionals from organizations such as Dell, Mitsubishi, GE, and Lockheed across
17 countries. Kevin is the author of Joyful – Prayerful – Thankful, a reflective guide to
living with greater positivity and gratitude in everyday life. When he’s not speaking or
writing, Kevin enjoys managing his fantasy football leagues, playing pickleball with his
wife Tracy, and ordering his favorite pie from 600 Degrees Pizzeria.
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September 24, 2026 Training: Water & Smoke Damage: A Hands-On Workshop for Building Engineers
Norris Conference Center
2525 W. Anderson Lane
Austin, TX 78759
11:00 AM - 01:00 PM CST
Course Description:
This interactive, hands-on workshop equips building engineers with the knowledge and
practical skills to confidently assess and respond to water and smoke damage incidents.
Participants will learn how to safely evaluate losses, determine when damage can be
effectively managed in-house, and recognize when professional restoration services are
necessary.

Attendees will receive hands-on experience using industry-standard drying equipment,
moisture meters, thermal imaging cameras, air movers, dehumidifiers, and other
restoration tools and instruments. The course covers how these devices are used to
identify hidden moisture, monitor drying progress, test for smoke damage, and help
ensure losses are addressed safely and effectively.

Through real-world scenarios and practical demonstrations, participants will gain the
confidence to properly triage water and smoke losses, minimize property damage,
reduce downtime, and protect building occupants while understanding the limitations of
in-house mitigation efforts.

Presenters:

Andrew Hansen
Operations Manager, Austin Hi-Tech Restoration
Andrew Hansen is an experienced restoration professional specializing in operations,
project management, and estimating. Prior to joining Austin Hi-Tech Restoration, he
served as an Area Property Manager for a national property management company,
where he gained firsthand experience managing catastrophic property losses and
complex insurance claims. His unique perspective from both the property management
and restoration sides provides practical insight into helping building engineers effectively
respond to property damage events.

Wendy Richey
Business Development Manager, Austin Hi-Tech Restoration
Wendy Richey is a business development and marketing professional with extensive
experience serving commercial and residential clients in the restoration industry. She
has helped property owners and facility professionals navigate water, fire, and smoke
damage events with confidence while building lasting client relationships. Wendy is
passionate about educating organizations on preparedness, response, and recovery to
help minimize disruption and property loss. 

October 8, 2026 Committee: Membership
Meeting locations will vary between in-person & online
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM CST
Thomas Garza-Pate, 
tgarzapate@tishmanspeyer.com
This committee assists with membership recruitment and retention as well as managing
the incentive program.
* To receive notifications for meetings & locations please sign up to be on the committee
following instructions found here.

Page 5/9



October 13, 2026 Committee: Training
Meeting formats will vary between in-person & online
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM CST
Rick Melgosa, 
rmelgosa@hpitx.com
This committee assists with planning and selection of topics/presenters for the monthly
luncheons.
* To receive notifications for meetings & locations please sign up to be on the committee
following instructions found here.

October 14, 2026 Luncheon: Thermal Scans of Roof & Electrical
Norris Conference Center
2525 W. Anderson Lane
Austin, TX 78759
11:30 AM - 01:00 PM CST
 
Thank you to our Luncheon Sponsor!

October 22, 2026 Training:  VRF Deep Dive
Norris Conference Center
2525 W. Anderson Lane
Austin, TX 78759
11:00 AM - 01:00 PM CST
More details coming soon

October 27, 2026 Committee: Programs/Luncheons
Meeting formats will vary between in-person & online
11:30 AM - 01:00 PM CST
Nicole Sipple, 
nicole@fireprotectionatx.com
This committee assists with planning and selection of topics/presenters for the monthly
luncheons.
* To receive notifications for meetings & locations please sign up to be on the committee
following instructions found here.
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October 28, 2026 Professional Series: Building Engineers | The Concierge of Every Building
1836 San Jacinto
9th Floor
Austin, TX 78701
11:00 AM - 01:00 PM CST
AAFAME, 
admin@aafame.org
Today's building engineers do much more than maintain equipment—they create the
daily experience for tenants, owners, and visitors while directly influencing a property's
performance and value. Like a hotel concierge, they are trusted problem solvers,
communicators, and service professionals who keep buildings running smoothly while
delivering exceptional customer service.

This session explores how a concierge mindset, combined with exceptional
maintenance practices, enhances tenant satisfaction, improves operational efficiency,
and increases the financial value of commercial real estate. Discover how the difference
between average and exceptional building engineers can significantly impact operating
expenses, net operating income, and long-term asset value. Learn practical strategies
to elevate your service, strengthen relationships, and become an indispensable asset to
your property.
Presenter:

Jeff Steinke
Senior Vice President, Real Estate Management & Ryan Building Services

With more than 30 years of commercial real estate experience, Jeff Steinke oversees
Ryan's Real Estate Management and Building Services teams, managing over 23
million square feet of properties in 13 states. A respected industry leader, he specializes
in maximizing property performance, improving operational efficiency, and delivering
exceptional customer experiences through strategic leadership and a service-first
approach.

November 4, 2026 Luncheon: Reading Voltage Meters
Norris Conference Center
2525 W. Anderson Lane
Austin, TX 78759
11:30 AM - 01:00 PM CST
 
Thank you to our Luncheon Sponsor!
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November 7, 2026 Volunteer:  Veterans Day Parade
Downtown Austin - Austin American Statesman parking
06:00 AM - 10:00 AM CST
David Fowler, 
daveinrr@yahoo.com
AAFAME will be assisting with the parade staging & distribution of refreshments.  

We meet on the south side of the Congress bridge near the Bat Statue for assignments
and briefing at 6:00 am. Parking information will be shared closer to the event.  

Our job is to help approx 2,000 people and 200 vehicles safely in their marching order.
The Parade Chairman will give us a formation list and we will greet people and guide
them to their proper position.

We will also assist with distributing food to parade participants.

Learn more about the parade here.

November 10, 2026 Committee: Training
Meeting formats will vary between in-person & online
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM CST
Rick Melgosa, 
rmelgosa@hpitx.com
This committee assists with planning and selection of topics/presenters for the monthly
luncheons.
* To receive notifications for meetings & locations please sign up to be on the committee
following instructions found here.

November 12, 2026 Committee:  Community Services
Meeting locations will vary between in-person & online
11:30 AM - 01:00 PM CST
Ray Roberson, 
rroberson@lpc.com
This committee assists with identifying community service projects where AAFAME can
volunteer & donate efforts.

* To receive notifications for meetings & locations please sign up to be on the committee
following instructions found here.

November 17, 2026 Committee: Programs/Luncheons
Meeting formats will vary between in-person & online
11:30 AM - 01:00 PM CST
Nicole Sipple, 
nicole@fireprotectionatx.com
This committee assists with planning and selection of topics/presenters for the monthly
luncheons.
* To receive notifications for meetings & locations please sign up to be on the committee
following instructions found here.

November 19, 2026 Training:  Smart Building / Networking 201
Norris Conference Center
2525 W. Anderson Lane
Austin, TX 78759
11:00 AM - 01:00 PM CST
More details coming soon

Page 8/9



December 9, 2026 Luncheon: Rockin' Around the Holidays 
Austin SouthPark Hotel
4140 Governors Row
Austin, TX 78744
11:00 AM - 01:00 PM CST
Wendy Richey, 
wendy@austinhi-tech.com
Save the date for our annual Holiday Luncheon!  More details coming soon.
 
SPONSORED BY: (please note sponsorships for this event are sold out).

       

JPM Building Systems
Allied Electric Services, Inc.
LOA Roofing and Construction, LLC
TKE 
Chamberlin Roofing & Waterproofing
Specialized A.C. Mechanical Services
Tex-Air Filters
Alpha Paving Industries
Empire Roofing Companies, Inc.
Facility Solutions Group
ICBS Texas LLC
The Filter Man
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